San Francisco
Mission District

O

o

Participant’s annotation

High physiological arousal

Low Arousal (Calm)

1B8TH 5T

o)

Got phone call from my friend

20TH 5T

21TH 5T

gano 5T

23r0D 5T

a2qTH 5T

(@)

Looking across the city
what a beautiful view

2qTH 5T

This is where | noticed that one of the

More relaxed on Valencia, away from Mission Street O

I 500 meters I

Thought about having to tell my wife that | took part in this project on my own (o)

Really relaxed o

Gutted restaurant, bike shops this is a more active area (o) Beer truck was unloading and a

explain the project to them

Do | know you? You seem familiar...

JALEMCIA ST

O Looked at the possible future SoEx
space and then turned round

Really nice, cool garage sale

GUERRERO ST

o Pretty active area
with lots'of bars

pOLORES ST
Mission ST

and yelled at me

O Panhandling

Went to a corner store O

I pulled some posters off the wall ©

I walked into our backyard and started to
water the garden. Some of my relatives
started to prepare an artkitand I tried to

Crossing against a red light

Jaywalking
Looking at attractive people noticing smells Q

Looking at the public library © Got coffee at Muddy's
Guy bending down combing hair inalley )

Went into Muddy Waters and had a coffee cake

Hid the GPS. Didn’t want to draw attention to myself O

Saw and heard two police cars o

Had a shot of whiskey at the barhere O ©Q ¢

Someone who had earlier seen Who has the right of way?
me at the gallery jumped out

Someone from a car was staring
at me while I am jaywalking

I danced for Jaren in front
of a claw/prize game on Mission

o

My backpack fell onto my Talking ©

clutch so | had to move it Hotdog stand reminded me of Jem Cohen film

oo Traffic andlots of stuff
Got my/picture taken with the sad clown.

O Group of guys drinking and hanging in street - Tree Crew?
Picked up the car He promised that tomorrow he would be happier
o Phoned my friend O
I had to pee really bad oned my friend S . .
P Y O There is a little semi-public garden here
Lots of stuff going on o Startstogetgritty @ Busy corner

O Wooden church, so different to the rest of the Mission
Nice looking magazine shop

o but seems to be closing down

Lingering suspiciously
O Pretty unremarkable stretch

(o) Noisy environment, cars, vendors, music from shops
keg dropRed onto the ground like i o Foxy Lady Boutique
an explosion We were talking aboutyhow - ‘ l
t i ti
upset I was about the Jones- o utturat exptlosion for me,.exo IC ptace
town massacre |sawon TV @ Gothot and took my jacket off
. (o) leinth Went into the bank. The teller did not ask about the equipment
In the car trying to hold allithe stuff Peopleinthestreet O (o) g o o
a0 [o) Saw the revolution pickup truck with loudspeaker
Lots of activity here

. Talked with Jesus Christ of latter day saints missionaries
Withilots SEERple o Not very comfortable on Mission
Street, | have all my enemies here

Saw seniors from my school
Crossing the street- Woah! Jaywalking Running a little and Bart stop

: . I saw Josh on the corner
Stopped and looked at church Had garlicfries - exciting! E"a"ge““% o Had to put money in the parking meter
sawagirl O Smiled at two guys playing guitar (o]

Saw Mike Q) ) Lots of trees so | lost GPS reception
o o ENNY peoplee o
(o)
O

O Bought ice cream from lady with trolley

oWalked past my old pre-school o Latin-American restaurants! | love

the smells. | wanna have pupusas
Lovely wooden buildings

Smelled really strong pee but only a o
second later smelled beef, mmm good

O Buddhist temple

Little boy playing soccer on sidewalk
A bit boring here
o) Took photo of my old house
o o Coffee spike at Philz

Cheated and went to Philz Coffee
o Saw an old highschool friend who dropped out of school

Lot of people and great smells
Little girl in jewelry store peop & o

Reading store names

Walking by Philz - best coffee O

o

Got harassed by teenagers

Got excited watching skateboarders
Ran into Hector
© Put mone o . q a
. Y : ¢ O Saw Olivia with fries and started chasing her
into meter Saw cyclist almost get hit

Saw MacDonald's O ! was waiting for friend outside of McDonald’s O Gota chocolate covered, cream filled donut
Had to move cars Skateboarders  Demonstration posters and people giving out leaflets

N > Guy selling palms Alley with fragrant people popping.out
cyclists by thelibrary We split up now | am on my own  El Pollo, exciting new chicken take
Reminising, this used to be my neighborhood.
Feels good to get out with my baby

8

Have to watch the intersections when you are on a Xooter

Went into shop to get a drink o
Gorgeous red couch

Mentioned to friend that | used to live here
| was dodging bunch of

out with a band playing outside

o o Police car stopped right by me

Horrible place o) Saw Catholic bookstore

I was eating and saw 4 guys
Feeling sad about return to SoEx @)

: Dirty people were walking trying to break into a car
Felt worried that | was going Stopped to get a drink (o) by and I was trying to dodge them
to be monitored and give . . A
things away Felt hungry while O runi othl wantt food and something to drink Ad g Los abuelitos borrachos
iting f friend aying the meter - c 0g scared me i
| got startled by pigeonso waiting for rnlyl rien o o Pregnant Ledia goes to Taquena o o Got scared by motorbike
Drum nfbass MUSIC " pan across the street ) ! was thinking about how carrying the equipment would make me feel different. Has anyone been mugged doing this?
. C(;mlng rom ZEESIE (o) Bumped into a woman © Carwas parked here Lots of traffic
Tried to stomp Josh triedto kick pigeons '"®° Great photo of poor guy trying to load fridge QO (¢)) Eating donut o Watching a hawk fly
on pigeons © Putastickeronalight bulb OO Start point (© Satdown at Mission Pie and ate pear and raspberry pie
Corner

Southern Exposure
o Big truck coming | didn't notice it

Starting place

o Walking by my house
o Felt hampered by tech coulnd't
be social and interact with people

Met another participant
Street crossing Q) (o)

Met Diana
Looked in the window
of Mission Pie

O

I was talking about
my current boyfriend

Heard loud police sirens
Found box of cloths

O Really cool porch with bike Girlfriendwas ! almost gothitby

O 0Oddly manicured block
O Plantsandt rims, ceramic pipes and bike messing with me car whendl Frﬁs'sed . . for this R
e parts. | got really excited Taking photos of overared light! o Nice nEIghborhOOd
Overheard a gaggle of girls o o parked h o o place where kids
talking about Receiver Gallery gried here

More pedestrian

Talking about restaurants O traffic around here

| saw somebody | knew and felt bad
and hole-in-the-walls

for not waving or talking to them

Met a girl but can't

My centre of the Mission (o) O . remember her.naiie
QO Somebody yelled and startled
T o me but it didn't seem to show up
1—|TH 5 Food area O

Very quiet road. The murals change
all the time so | was curious to see
what was there

Ice cream

o (@) Tartine - mmmm lovely O Beautifulmural by Andrew Schoultz
Normally its incredibly busy here Police station round here. O Good looking young lady
O Traffi Y Y y (o) Ctl:te tbgyEta'lks - Everything is calmer here
rartic about Sokx!

with less people o
(0]

Strange sounds coming from basement
Ran into my\friend Ben cyclifig.
He jumped off his bike and grabbed

onto a'tree while the bike crashed

poLORES PARE

Chollos hangin'in street
Threw baseball back'to help kids O o

O | steered clear of the pitbull
Corner point O (@)
H lit dbve ki o We were talking about figuring out
Went inside to get some water (o) OO ere we split up - goodbye KIS peak where | am going back onto

fertility stuff. It is crazy to have 2 kids!
the busy street. Saw a friend

who | oughtito talkito (o] o
Looking at classic cars

Views towards

Little girl running past me with a pitbull city Sigfige

We were talking here Lots of traffic and

Walked into the middle of the crowded sidewalk

tennis court - really liked it o
Taking in the city and enjoying it

She was crying and wouldn't,take the bottle
Girl watching

Scary looking transvestite
Ben left

o

Checking out all the shops and the food sicute dresses

Reminiscing

o O Everyone was naked and there was an immense sense of bliss

o) (@) 80 O There was a couple on a Vespa O Looking at window of closed
Sat down here forawhile  that almost gothit by apickup ~ cornenstorethatiusedto go
and enjoyed the view.  Checking out thewiew to all the time. Something

Naked sunbathers in Dolores Park

Crossing (o)
I used to live here. Now there is crap in front of the door o
I was entertained by people filming O

© Really nice neighborhoods'around here
themselves rolling down the hill

Itssurprisingly€MpEYIt thinking about|past times happened to them People asking for change Place where my ex-
forasunny afternoon in the park Steep hill o (o) Baby store with rocking horse out front
Lovely views O o O

Taking in the view

Ran across busy street and saw the cutest dog So busy herewith O

Started walking up hill hipsters and their babies o Dodgy crossing

My hip really hurt and o

Put money into the meter .
I decided to turn back [0} @ O Didn't want to walk anymore
o O Enjoyed a moment with my girlfriend Rfic Sidewalk Juice, stayed here for a while
Found 3567, the old house that | want to fix Singing

Noisy construction O
O Went and talked to somebody Went and met myboyfriend

Remembered Lee's birthday party O O Dana and separated. | walked

O  passed Fink's house and felt calm

near Aquarijus and got juice
Waved to Aimee while she convalesces

Lots of activity (o) stopped to talk to sorheone oWent in and got a snickers bar

moving to this location

Noticed Michael's State of
Mind sticker on the wall

Not many people. There wasn't a lot going on here apart from traffic Q

Ran into my friend here o

O Friend used to live round here

boyfriend used to live
O some nice houses round here

Got a phone call but my
phone is not loud enough
to hear properly

© Felt really nervous at the
beginning because of the
weird thing stuck on my finger

wrote: Fremont
Didn't want to see kicks A$S

people with the gear o

Used to play poker in First strapped
(o) Friend was talking to me ahouse round here the device on

Maybe people thought | was a patient from St Luke's

o Creepy backalley

O We used to liveshere
© Went through small alley

°Took pictures of murals through gates ¢

Early on — I thought | wanted to go up hill
(o) Went and talked to this little girl
The Wig Factory - crazy fancy wigs. Wonder what | would look like? (o] with black dog that had escaped

If my laptop goes down | will go down with it!

saw Alexand Q
almost got hit o
by car

O Little alley O ice cream lady
Someone called me a honky

o

Cafe a friend used to own

o Fairly industrial and not very intriguing
O Made a decision to take a shortcut

o Watched a prostitute getting

q il out of a Chinese man's car
O Friend was kicking me

©! had a cigarette here

o
Talked on the
phone about
where we are
going to meet
for dinner

Person delivering mail over
the weekend, they didn't

O Watching shops and traffic
look happy

Saw Jen and took two photos of her

=|TH 5T

O Received a phonecall

O Done with this street

O Anticipating seeing prostitutes on Capp

20TH 5T

O Satin the park eating and looking at flowers. What an oasis!

O House that looked like Florida. No artifacts of human existence

O Found an odd'teal coloured Volkswagen - the house was painted the same colour!

We werelaughing about how this used to be a KFC andiis now'a' swanky restaurant O | love Shotwell with all those trees

O Trying to take off my jacket - it took me a while

21TH 5T

Went past a house where some friends used to live

Jaywalking o O O o Somebody asked me about the thingin my hand

o Nice street shall | go down there? (o) Walking close to some guys and my comfort level was not very high

(o) Stopped and read something Curious about the newness of the Moscone school

Those trees were phenomenal

O Mural and mosaic = = n
I was interested in the buildings'and gardens
Met Denise also going for walk

O, O Abrupt car shocked me
Jaywalked

O Lots of Iris’ here and | stopped to smell them
)

This block feels out of place,

Met Liz
Giant hill Narrowly avoided a puddle of vomit O ¢ outside the bike store Osec Nt o
Walking up steep hill The h iful. We imagi . ) O Security guard at a business giving
o P ® ouses :re lﬁ:(uz:.l’ € imagined ~ Aimeeand|play "cross the street” 41ir0ps to the kids. | wanted one
Realised the park was the Iving on a streegfike this Felt anxious here. Is that Justin the TV guy? 00 o Peaceful street
otherway and hoped that Peeing inthealley O Dancingaround the trees! Major c°2;t"’°t'°" %?:‘:J':egdtr:l’;’eg:_lp';e”" . Saw Christian church cohverted
i i i Y dancestudio into Buddhist temple - interestin
Aimee ignored me Crossing Met up with . O g ° P 8
| hidi d th a fl ; . We were talking about Kissing is good
Hilly area with lots of tree cover o QD !was hiding undernea a T e Johnny and Jill | o¢in American inhaling the dust from - b-uohi dvelli
Great L of i d the extinct X butterfly O oy TR club,usedto go  the construction site % seraeTne S ©
reat mural of poppies and the extinct Xerces butter Walking down a hill. M Aimee hides ' i
bt i (@] knees “g,ere sore. | shou)l'd O Outof the alley, Yes! | . here everywed lose by We were chatting
Muni train coming by and | thought about getting on it A €NINd Sy

Q Cool house with really unusual garage door

O valencia, few people
Looking at really neat plants in alittle garden. So'sad that the gardens store is moving

we didn't know

the architecture is different

23r0D 5T

O Little statues of Mary in gardens

o o Public playground Sweaty hands
Kids playlng kickball O Protest taking place, there are a dozen police officérs. Pedple with banners standing in front of a vacant building that they want to use
Walking with this girland she was asking what | Was Upto 51yt o a friend but it wash' her | stopped and watched (o) -
Beginning of tiny all ing O Boring areacompared  Noticed an ambulance
eginning of tiny alley o) Street cr(gsmg O Apartment door was Felt really warm to the rest and decided to follow Pocket park with a serpent
I'dropped her off here O  ©°penandlthought and intermittent fountain.
Ran into my friend with his puppy a‘bout where | could Decision spike ATM The tile work is amazing, E I-l T H 5 T
House here reminded me of flowers at a funeral O tive next year Saw yummy Could seetheguy O really really beautiful Wanted to see the hospital
pastriesin Really nice'street with lots of trees and on the stretcher
I can'see my house from here O window
Spoke to old woman with dog, both

Open garden park - florist
with matching leopard skin outfits o

Began to eat chocolate
o) Taking a picture

Looking'at attractive people noticing smells
Saw a familiar face but turned out we didn’t know him O It was raining and I slipped
Motor cyclist had just been hit and five people were carrying him

Got coffee (o)

(o) . . .
b H ithcl (o) o OO0 I realized what a luxury it was to take a walk in the afternoon
Felt hot but ouse with clear
Martha's Brothce)r’s- was a calm o (o) perch on top T A 'to O Beautiful Victorian houses
° o alkin, owards ramiuar territor
best latte in town area  Street of my childhood, - 4

nice shadows. Contemplated turning off
O Took photo of o
my old house O
Saw the 'Where the Wild Things Are'mural O

O The shops ended and the residential area looked less interesting

Construction work (o)
o Lots of restaurants that made me hungry

Ran into my massage therapist

Said hello to a stranger I used to live here. This guy used to always

X .. throw his breakfast into the street
Guy sequencing techno music in his garage

Mural walk
Alley with lots of murals some of them

Murals and talking about eating dirty tacos and drinking beer in the alley
were crude but some were nice. The last

Listening and laughing - very relaxing O Thedevice fell out of my/pocket

0]
. . ) My son went to this elementary
o wantD: N one had Indian gods Birds in trees & | really like the mural'with the bears school. beautiful muralhere. E E T H E T
nostalgia, rain‘and umbrella A clothing shop has an = OOgrceze of this house but couldn't ~ eHl Ta8 alVapor®~  Talkingabout I;l Salva;iaorin gci:'Pf:sh?’ aag:kuery This was my turnifig back point.
Z::sg S Painted Bird;cute girl get the right angle SR et (o) O O (0] @o Stopc;):i iy Z fri§nd's houlse. No (l))ne was home

Cool view across the behind the counter Here we switched walking order O @ (o) o O Little girls soccer match going on

whole of downtown Touched the California poppies near the purple house
Trying to think of positive applications for this tech A | reat e hill

the lovely view opened up

Ran into someone | knew

Really nice, clean neighborhood up here with good garbage separation © O who works at Mission Pie
Beautiful little garden art project
Walked through a sweet little park OOO
Jury Commons - | love mini parks
Ran into my friend here
Really pretty median garden Q Feff really calm
Was walking under the fire escape which reminded me of my first night with my ex when | disturbed an intruder

o Really enjoyed walking along here

While waiting for the light to change | noticed a 15% off sale
at the thrift store and thought | might go back later

o
d9 A couple of guys standing
on the corner drinking out
of brown paper bags
I was talking to a friend and

he mentioned my ex-girlfriend O O 8 o

(o) Man lying on the sidewalk had soiled himself
Ex-girlfriend used to live here
Had to walk under a low hanging Callistemon tree because a large car was blocking the sidewalk

Garage sale Lots of guys by a store ~ @ Guys waiting for work and
(o) Crossin Cb%they tried to chat me up
Apartment for rent on the corner, peeked trough the window to have a look g e

Prettynoisy street (o)

We saw some guys

A o)
Saw the hospital | was born in o sitting there for work

Lots of homeless around here

A woman asked about my finger cuffs and wondered if it was some sort of weird iPod thing and | wiSiERie If 1RO

Failed to catch a pigeon Here l-almost fell

lo) walk here with the equipment
o)

Ifelt more electricity coming through the Hospr I Lots tolook at

finger cuffs at points where | spoke with a Turned corner and people were getting stuff out.of round here

entrance. | was
person directly or when | touched a plant a garage and | felt self conscious.\Weird interactions anticipating seeing (o)
(@) something
Went into antique store

I went into El Rio to see Stopped to play withacat
what was going on 8 El Rio -jgood times
This is where | play the drums sometimes o

Queens Nails Really big hill with beautiful view
I realized | really needed to pee and raced back © & picked up friend

Crossing streetand womanina Q
car gave us a sweet smile and a
generous right of way

Looked into window of Queens Nails salon
Ambulance wentby QO

Bar was playing ‘Total Eclipse of the (@)

c .. vaps .
T nelesmmdad N o Heart', this song gets me every time!

o I really wanted lemon butihe didn't have any
At the Odeon looking at Stairwell with trees
an ex-girlffiend's house (@)
House of woman | know - we will hanging out tomorrow : ) o There was a group of people having

Really like this mini park. Amazing that someone
a small garage sale and playing fun fo) designated this 30 foot by 30 foot area as a park
music...ukulele, guitars and singing

O |wasremembering a person | had a major
0) Went to the postoffice ~ elationship with whose parents lived here

Passed restaurant and started
talking about it with a friend o
Getting rained on pretty heavily o (@)

O  Acutelittleold lady
Mitchell's Ice Cream

Wedding at the church and there O O V(asfeedingbirds

The most beautiful street ever!
are kids wearing jackets but no ties (o)

O On this strip, | was amazed by some
of the houses and gardens

Guy in pickup swerved

This is where | had the bike accident
Should I have sympathy for the

old man in the truck with oxygen

Nice steps down to Mission Street o)
tube and disability placard who

Second mural road fullof O 0)
decorative stuff, flowers,
dancing tacos and Buddha

Really wanted to get off Cesar Chavez Street, day workers were whistling at me
Big road crossing O Thissucked O &

Didn't want to go here, its really loud and would not be pleasant

Very busy traffic

Got excited at a car lot selling a Landrover
for $2000. Army building with huge garden.
Floating plastic bag smacked car windscreen

I grew up here and looked at childhood cafe/change

O
. . . Sat on a bench drinking some water
O Playingwithadog .. i i OSteep hill Qb%
Talking about place where | had the bike accident looking at houses

O Got ice cream fromieart and talked to the guy.

Q) Interactions'with people - beautiful trees - really erjoyed it

' oy . Goal scored Wentinto the park to watch people playing soccer I have only been here once - some
ﬁ"}:‘{;‘:‘;lsv'a°”a" at a garage sale While I was there o sketchy people hanging arodnd

Uséd to live there. Itreally lovely the outskirts ofithe park

because they still have something

All the houses here have lovely of ours hanging in the window

gardens - nicest part of the walk

| went into this scrap-yard and it
was a dead end - weird that there
is no one around

Rosemary bush with weird fungus O Day laborers O Crossing

fo) Truck blocking the sidewalk

O proi .
we had to walk intotthe traffic Projects all along here - really sad

Recognised someone | hadn't seen'in a while Was reading publichearing notice about building a huge highrise here

I was thinking of moving here'a few months ago but the street is so busy'...

CESHAR CHAVEZ

Text messaging a friend about going to the park
Jaywalking O o Thought it would be nice to walk through the park:

Walked up to the top of the steps
Fire-truck sirenssl'don't’iénjoy,walking on this street

Bright outside and felt hyper real with the stuff on my hand

Received a text Friend Lydia lives hefe O

Quite cute children’s playground, made me feel broody
Little anti-gun
memorial

8

I stopped right at this bench and was watching border collies running around
Interesting graffiti work-
shop happening here

Started walking uphill PHEE‘T H F‘ HEH

Beautiful street with lovely trees
O Went into my house got my mail and email and used the toilet

Was at the foot of
Folsom and noticed

a lovely canopy of
Random womanstarted ; aas up

talking,toime, she went 4. hill
on and on about her
emotional state. She
had a really nice aura.
Baby cried and | left

Here we separated

Pretty R witi The views were beautiful - the grid walk was really boring in comparison

coming through (@)

- trees unfurling O Nice neighbourhood park with Swiss chard and mint.
Incredible view of Hunters Point PGE power station

(@) O Hill; trees....

Skull and crossbones

on house withmusic O Remembering the miracle sighting of the Virgin Mary at the church here
coming out O Breathing heavily

Steep hill -1 don't want to go up the park
O Sat on a bench forawhile O/ Used to live here

o Very_ distinctive pink house with palm tree
O I was thinking about Jane and Sam who live close by

8 Unleashed dogsiworry.me a bit

Here | met Jane and'Sam. Taking in views
(o) Love this area with really
nice views. | was texting

) . someone and watehiifig Up the last little bil | walk'up’here a lot. Saw flowers and dogs playing
O Olwastalking alot to my friend dogs
Used to go to therapy here O was trying to run us down? Friend used to live here. Last time | remember being here was having lunch with Casey o & (o)
Got news that one of apair of great horned owls
o Bus larched into the@rosswalk

Relaxed when | moved further away. O Decision spikes
From this corner youcan Q

see the expanse of the hills

Saw a little black kitten and a kid
ran over to pet it. | wanted to
stroke it too but didn't want to
push the kid out of the way

o Thinking about my young friend

Milo and how his grandfather died
Trying to decide if | should go (o)

towards the back of Bernal (O

My friend was talking most of the way back
Hill or towards Glen Park

Ok, this is a good point to turn back

(@) O Talking about our life's work
Thinking about which street to walk to Glen Sawa coup}e fighting and
Canyon. I've only done this walk once before o I actually dialled 911

finger-cuffs was disconnected from the O
device. | was really bummed! Turned

around and asked a mailman what

time it was

Emotion Map

by Christian Nold

Noticed/a couple of guys with
what | thought were bike rims
but were really hula hoops

Passed a construction site and couldn't
tell if anyone was working. It was dark

© o but had sounds coming out of it. Kinda creepy

O Looking at gallery, didn't like it
Found exceptional view of thecity O
but had to climb a low roof to see it

o)

All the houses were lined up to form
awall and block the view from those
who don't live up there. | felt this
was very elitist

Osecretlittle pathway

. What i this structure?
next to the highway © What i this structure

o)
I was the only person on this street and
while it was completely beautiful and (o)
smelled of eucalyptus | was very aware Dancing on the bridge
of my surroundings and feelings of isolation

Common everyday maps typically show static architecture
and exclude the people who inhabit and create the place.
The San Francisco Emotion Map attempts to remedy this
by mapping the space of human perception and experience.

a much more diplomatic way. Instead of handing over
one’s own biometric data to an authority for judging,
the participant is instead asked to interpret their body’s

response allowing for a more subtle understanding of
their experiences.
Over a period of five weeks, 98 participants took part

in Christian Nold’'s Emotion Map project commissioned
and hosted by Southern Exposure, a non-profit, artist-run
organization located in the Mission District. A series of
weekly workshops took place whereby the participants
were invited to walk around the area using Nold's custom
built Bio Mapping device. The device combined a finger
cuff sensor which recorded the wearer’s Galvanic Skin
Response (GSR), an index of emotional response, with

a Global Positioning System (GPS) which located the
wearer's position on the earth. Derived from the polygraph,
a system used by law enforcement agencies to identify
when a person is lying, the finger cuff sensor is used in

Starting at Southern Exposure, each participant walked
for up to an hour throughout the Mission District and
surrounding areas. Upon returning to the gallery the
collected data was downloaded to a computer where
each participant could view their personal ‘emotion map’
as a series of high and low peaks (represented on the map
as dots of varying colors). The arousal response recorded
by the device could be positive or negative and required
active interpretation to make sense of. In the workshops,
each participant studied their own track and then talked
with the group about their ‘emotion map’ in relation to
their experiences on the walk. As a result of this reflection,

had died. This is where their nest used to be

they added annotations to points along their track that
they considered memorable or important.

All together, 98 individuals' annotated tracks were
gathered, combined, and overlaid in order to create the
communal San Francisco Emotion Map. On the map, the
overall pattern of dots shows where the participants
walked. The color of the dots represents the combined
emotional data of all the participants with red signifying
high arousal and black signifying low arousal.When looking
at the entire map, there is a general arousal gradient from
high in the center to low near the edges. The density of
red dots and annotations indicate hotspots of communal
arousal, while the darker dots show areas of communal
calm. There are a number of distinct clusters of red dots
on the map. The cluster around Southern Exposure can
be attributed to the participants’ unease of being wired
up with the Bio Mapping device, an unfamiliar piece of

PauSedihere to,watch dogs play

O Sat on bench and listened to voice message

BERMAL HEIGHTS

o Really excited to get to the end, see the
view over the bay and remembered a
terrible old relationship

equipment with many wires involved. Another vivid red
cluster can be seen at the intersection of 24th and Mission.
This intersection, centered around a major BART (local
train) station, is extremely busy with social interactions.
The workshop participants often remarked on the
Evangelists, commuters, skateboarders, demonstrators,

as well as the people outside of the local McDonalds.
There are interesting arousal and annotation clusters
around the three parks in the area - Dolores Park, Precita
Park, and Bernal Hill. These areas provide inspiring views
of the city as well as provoke reflection on past memories.

universally disliked for being a highly trafficked and noisy
street. Clusters are also found on streets full of murals like
Balmy Alley, as well as around the pocket parks like Jury
Commons, where communal arousal and the large number

of positive annotations indicate the hidden landmarks of
the Mission District.

Apart from these communal patterns it is remarkable

to look at the diversity and uniqueness of an individuals
experience of the city. Some people’s responses are shaped
by their memories while inspiring views, old Victorian
houses, or green spaces influenced others. There are still

It is also interesting to look at the clusters gathered along others who responded by absorbing the present.

the different roadways in the city. The heavily frequented
Valencia Street shows up strongly while the surrounding
residential streets seem universally calm. Cesar Chavez,

a major thoroughfare through the south side of the city
as well as an onramp to a major highway, appears to be

Creative Commons: Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs
Download a PDF version of this map, individual participants’ tracks

and background information about the project and process at
www.sf.biomapping.net



